[Lithiasis of the upper urinary tract and pregnancy].
The authors report 17 personal cases of lithiasis of the upper urinary tract discovered in the course of pregnancy. They discuss the diagnostic and therapeutic problems, taking into account the double risk of mother and foetus. The essential diagnostic sign is renal colic, with or without fever. Spontaneous excretion of these calculi is possible, but in 8 of the 17 cases, a ureteric catheter had to be passed or an operation was required. Neither the delivery nor the health of the infants delivered seemed to be harmed by this renal calculi disease. The authors recall that the most common cause of non-obstetrical abdominal pain in the course of pregnancy is in fact urinary calculi. The incidence is about 1 cases of lithiasis per 1,000 pregnancies. It appear that a physiological hyperparathyroidism of pregnancy is responsible for a hypercalciuria which could be a factor favouring the development of lithiasis during pregnancy. The important point is to know how to distinguish those forms of pyelonephritis of pregnancy which are due to a stone obstructing the upper urinary tract, as any purulent retention in the upper tract can lead to a pyonephrosis, a bacteraemia or even a septicaemia. The presence of the foetus makes interpretation of a plain abdominal film difficult. In any case, its indication is questionable, whenever the urine is septic, particularly with Proteus.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)